
Messiah Rehearsals  

Begin November 11 
  

Chorus rehearsals for our annual Messiah begin 
Sunday, November 11 at 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.  These rehearsals will continue for 
the next two Sundays on November 18 and Novem-
ber 25 at the same time.  The orchestra rehearsal 
will take place on Thursday, November 29 from 
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. also in the sanctuary. Any-
one from our church may attend any of these re-
hearsals for your listening pleasure – especially if 
you will be unable to attend the concert on Satur-
day, December 1 at 5:00 p.m. 

14TH Annual Messiah 
December 1 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

This year WUMC organist Tom Marshall will play 
Chorale Prelude and Fugue on “Vom Himmel hoch” 
by Johann Pachelbel as a special prelude.  The Han-
del Chamber Orchestra will present for the first time 
Handel’s “Water Music,” suite #2 in D major featur-
ing French horn players Marlene Ford and Jeff 
Warren.  In addition to our 150-voice massed choir 
representing about 40 churches from throughout 
the region, this year’s soloists include Laura Strick-
ling, soprano, Bekah Hughes Davis, alto, Ken Wood, 
tenor, and Christopher Mooney, baritone. Orchestra 
and chorus are conducted by Richard Sowers, 
WUMC Director of Music Ministries. Admission is 
free. A portion of the loose-plate offering will be 
donated to local charities.  

Music in  
Worship in  
November  

November 4 
Communion Sunday 

 

 Adult choirs will sing “Praise Ye 
the Lord, O My Soul” by  

Christian Gregor; in honor of All 
Saints Day, The Charles Wesley 

Singers will sing “For All the 
Saints” arranged by Robert 

Shaw. 
 

November 11 
 

Canticles of Praise will present 
“Allelu, Sing Praises!” by  

Michael Jothen; Bells of Praise 
will present “Make Me an  

Instrument of Thy Peace” by 
Kevin McChesney; adult choirs 
will sing  “I Will Arise and Go to 

Jesus” arranged by High 
Livingston. 

 

November 18  
Thanksgiving Sunday 

 

At 8:15 a.m., Carol Choir will 
sing “Oh, Give Thanks and 

Sing” by Harriet Willoughby and 
at 11:00 a.m., Wesley Choir will 
sing “Song of Thanksgiving” by 
Malcolm Archer.  Joyful Noise 
Ringers will play “Bell Jubilate” 
by Howard Starks; adult choirs 

will sing “Canticle of  
Thanksgiving” by John Rutter; 
Sine Nomine Ringers will play 

“Meditation on Beautiful Savior” 
arranged by Cathy Moklebust. 

 
November 25 

Christ the King Sunday 
 

Adult choirs will sing “Let All the 
World in Every Corner Sing” by 

Ralph Vaughn Williams with 
Dan Knipple on timpani and  

orchestra chimes. 



Do you 

like  

playing 

with fire? 
 

Do you like playing with fire?  Do you like to 
read out loud?  If so, we have the perfect mission 
for you!  Every year we need 11 families, couples, 
groups, Sunday School classes, or any other collec-
tion of people to read scripture and light the candles 
during the season of Advent.  No guess work or 
training involved!  Clear instructions and the scrip-
ture text are provided to you.   

If interested, please call Donna Potts at 259-
9442 or email donnapotts@cox.net to coordinate 
a service date and time. 

Thank you to those 
who participated in our 
Small Group Survey!  As a 
result of the surveys, we 
already have one study 
group ready to meet.  
Many of you indicated an interest in working with 
the homeless, and your names have been passed 
along to the Local Outreach Committee.  The major-
ity of responses, however, indicated an interest in 
forming social and recreational groups.  Our need in 
this area is for leaders to organize trips and travel.  
We are also in need of people who could lead sim-
ple recreation such as walking or cycling.   

Please contact Cindy Banek, 229-1771 or 
cbanek@willliamsburgumc.org if you can lead a 
small group. 

Children’s  
Sunday School 

 

If you haven’t been to 
Sunday School lately, then 
you are missing all the fun 
and excitement!  With our 

new curriculum and format, each week is a new ad-
venture!  In September, we were on a Space Quest 
to learn about God.  In October, we are on Treasure 
Island learning about giving our time, talents, treas-
ures and life to God.  In November, we will be on 
the Wilderness Trail learning about respect.  We all 
meet in room 303 at 9:30 a.m. for our large group 
experience.  Don’t be late – you won’t want to miss 
a minute of this new Sunday School.   

Contact Cindy Banek, 229-1771, or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org, for information. 

Pastor’s Bible 
Wednesday Study 

 

Reclaiming Christmas will be the topic of the 
Senior Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study beginning in 
November (after we complete the study on “Making 
Sense of Paul and His Moral Teaching”).  We will 
begin by reflecting on the similarities and differ-
ences between accounts of Jesus’ birth in Matthew 
and Luke that help us to enter into a deeper mys-
tery of God with us, Emmanuel.  Also, we will ex-
plore Scriptures that motivate us as people of faith 
to celebrate Christmas in a way that will bring more 
joy, peace, and connection to the message of 
Christ.  The Senior Pastor’s Bible Study meets on 

Wednesday evenings in the 
Fellowship Hall from 7:00 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  All are 
welcome. No sign-up is re-
quired.  Just bring yourself, 
a friend, your Bible and an 
open heart and mind. 

Small 
Group 

Ministry 
Update 
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